
Francis in the PhiliPPines
See next week’s issue of The Leaven for coverage of Pope Francis’ 
historic trip to the Philippines. The pontiff is visiting the island 
nation Jan. 15-19. The visit includes a stop in Tacloban and nearby 
Palo, cities in the central Philippines where the November 2013 
typhoon took the most lives of the 7,300 dead and missing.

calling all Fish Fries
A full page of archdiocesan fish fries will appear — all ready to be 
clipped and saved — in the Feb. 13 edition of The Leaven. Fish fry 
notices should be emailed to: todd@theleaven.com. The deadline is 
Feb. 5. notices must be less than 40 words. Please do not include 
full menus.
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Thrice 
as nice

Three year-end 
youth events 

utilize the 
diverse talents of 

musician ike ndolo 
see page 8-9
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We are 
more 
than 

halfway through the 
first month of 2015. 

If you are like me, 
you have forgotten the 
resolutions you made just 
a little over two weeks 
ago. In Father Francis 
Fernandez’s wonderful book 
of daily meditations, “In 
Conversation with God,” 
he proposes the question: 
What did we mean when we 
wished everyone a Happy 
New Year on Jan. 1?  

Father Fernandez 
speculates that most of 
us mean a year free from 
illness, pain, trouble or 
worry. We usually intend 
that the recipient of our 
good wishes flourishes 
in every way, e.g., makes 
plenty of money, receives 
a salary raise, prices fall 
while wages increase. We 
are mainly hoping that 
nothing unpleasant happens 
to the recipient of our good 
wishes.

While it is natural to 
wish for prosperity and 
good health for friends, 
family and ourselves, this 
is not the best of what we 
as Christians can desire for 
ourselves and others. 

In reality, we know that 
most years are a mixture 
of what we consider on 
the surface to be good and 
bad. What we should be 
wishing for those we love 
is not necessarily material 
prosperity nor even freedom 
from adversity, but that the 
new year will bring those 
we love and ourselves closer 
to God.

Father Fernandez points 
out that what the world 
considers great blessings 
can actually separate us 
from God. If we are too 
successful materially, then 
we can begin to operate 
under the illusion that we 
do not really need God. We 
can begin to believe we are 
able to handle our own lives 
without any assistance from 
God.

The same is true with 
academic achievement, 
professional recognition and 
social popularity. None of 
these are bad in themselves 

but, if they give us the 
delusion that we do not 
need God or if they impede 
our desire for union with 
God, then they become 
obstacles to our relationship 
with the only one that can 
satisfy the deepest longing 
of our hearts. 

On the other hand, it 
is our weaknesses and 
adversities that often 
motivate us to draw closer 
to God. It is our poverty 
that makes it crystal clear 
to us that without God we 
are in a hopeless situation. 
In his epistles, St. Paul 
frequently reminded the 
early Christians that it is 
in our weakness that we 
discover our true strength, 
which is Jesus Christ alive 
within us.

When everything is going 
as we desire, we can leap 
to the mistaken conclusion 
that this is all due to our 
brilliance or industry. We 
can repeat the sin of our 
first parents, the original sin, 
by pushing God out of our 
life and making ourselves 
our own gods.

A wise desire for 
ourselves and others is 
that both what the world 
evaluates as good and bad 
will be an instrument for 
drawing us and those we 
love closer to God. This is 
a realistic wish, because 
we know that none of us 
are only going to receive 
exclusively the so-called 
good.

When I think back over 
my own life, it is clear that 
the greatest amount of 
personal growth happened 
as a result of overcoming 
challenges and difficulties. 
These apparent adversities 
drove me to my knees and 
opened my heart to receive 

in a new way God’s love, 
grace and wisdom.

We know that God 
only desires our good in 
this world and eternal 
happiness with him forever. 
This is why Jesus came 
into our world. If we truly 
believe this, if we truly 
believe the Gospel of Jesus, 
then we should approach 
a new year with eager 
anticipation to discover 
how God desires to use the 
events of this year to draw 
us closer to him. 

If we are open to his 

grace, no matter what 
happens this year, Our Lord 
is going to use it to increase 
the capacity of our hearts 
to experience the joy and 
abundant life for which they 
were designed. 

With that said, I wish 
all of you and all those you 
love a Happy New Year 
— one in which you will 
experience God’s love more 
profoundly and strive more 
completely to praise and 
glorify God in every aspect 
of your lives.   
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liFe will be victorious

archbishop 
JoSePh F. NAumANN

calendar

archbishoP
nauMann
jan.  15-16 
Kansas catholic conference — 
topeka

jan.  16 
Spiritual mentorship mass and 
dinner

jan.  17 
Pastoral visit — holy cross, 
overland Park

jan.  18 
Spiritual mentorship conclud-
ing mass

Baptism of third or more chil-
dren — assumption, topeka

dinner — nativity house

jan.  20 
u.S. conference of catholic 
Bishops committee on catholic 
education meeting — Washing-
ton, d.c.

jan.  21 
uSccB committee on catholic 
education meeting — Washing-
ton, d.c.

Pro-life leadership mass

jan.  22
march for life — Washington, 
d.c.

jan.  23 
Board of directors meeting — 
mundelein Seminary, chicago

jan.  24 
catholic charities Snow Ball

jan.  25 
St. michael School 125th anni-
versary — axtell

maryvale vespers and awards 
ceremony

jan.  26 
envisioning team meeting 
(Formulation 10-year vision for 
archdiocese)

mass — hayden high School, 
topeka

“trust one Greater” — little 
monastery, Kansas city, Kansas

archbishoP
keleher
jan.  17
mass — St. Sebastian, Florida

jan.  25
mass — St. Sebastian, Florida

My New Year wish for you and yours is that you draw closer to God

archbishop’s offer to celebrate baptisms 
for children of larger families

to show his personal support for those couples open to raising larger 
families, archbishop joseph F. naumann has offered to celebrate the 
baptism of the third or greater child of any family (by birth, adoption, 
or blending through valid marriage) interested. For 2015, celebrations 
are scheduled for jan. 18, march 15, and may 17. Please contact your 
parish office for more information. additional information is also avail-
able from the archdiocesan office for liturgy and sacramental life at 
(913) 647-0330 or online at: liturgy@archkck.org.

LIFE CHANGING EVENT?
need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 
or http://wholeestates.com

Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
You don’t need Marty 
McFly, Doc Brown’s De-
Lorean, or 1.21 gigawatts 
of hair-frying electricity 
to find out about the fu-

ture.
All you need is a good 10-year plan 

and a little vision.
This month, Archbishop Joseph F. 

Naumann and the 11 members of an 
a r c h d i -
o c e s a n 
Envision-
ing Lead-
e r s h i p 
T e a m 
will help 
develop a 
pastoral 
vision for 
the next 
10 years.

T h e 
p ro ce ss 
will in-
v o l v e 
a focus 
g r o u p 

with members representing various 
archdiocesan constituencies, as well as 
listening sessions inviting more gener-
al input from members of archdiocesan 
parishes.

The time to write a new vision 
seemed auspicious, since January is the 
10th anniversary of Archbishop Nau-
mann’s assignment as coadjutor to the 
archdiocese. He succeeded Archbishop 
James P. Keleher as archbishop in Janu-
ary of 2005.

“If it be God’s will, and if I remain 
healthy, I would be pleased to be able 
to serve this archdiocese for another 10 
years,” wrote Archbishop Naumann in 
a Jan. 2 letter to focus group members. 
“Thus, I believe it is an opportune time 
to pause and reflect on what our efforts 
have produced and to prayerfully con-
sider what the Lord is calling us to do in 
the foreseeable future.”

The process will begin on Jan. 26 
with an inaugural meeting of the En-
visioning Leadership Team and focus 
group meetings with 15 to 20 persons. 

The broader listening sessions will 
be held on Feb. 25, with times, dates and 
locations to be announced later.

The Envisioning Leadership Team 
will continue to meet from March to 
May and produce the 10-year pastoral 
vision by May 24, the solemnity of Pen-
tecost.

“When Archbishop Naumann [be-
came the ordinary], he established 
some pastoral priorities,” said Father 
Gary Pennings, vicar general. “They 
are: conversion of heart, evangelization, 
Catholic formation (Catholic education 
in all its forms), stewardship, and out-
reach and care for the poor and needy.”

“I think they’re great pastoral               

priorities . . . but I think he wants, at 
this point in time, to revisit them and 
see if we should rearticulate them in 
different ways. This is time for a con-
versation for the next 10 years of what 
we want to focus on — the most im-
portant things [to which] we need to 
pay attention.”

The archdiocese has hired the 
Wayne, Pennsylvania-based Catholic 
Leadership Institute to facilitate the 
process. The institute has provided 
services to places like the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, and the Diocese of St. Augus-
tine, Florida, said Michael P. Fullam, 

CLI vice president, episcopal and cli-
ent services.  

Some of the questions the archbish-
op and his team will ask during the fo-
cus group sessions are, “What does the 
archdiocese do well?,” “What would be 
two or three priorities for the archdio-
cese moving forward?” and “If all goes 
well, what will the church in northeast 
Kansas look like in 10 years?”

The process was designed to in-
clude many voices, said Fullam.

“It provides a voice to the people to 
articulate — from a spiritual growth 
perspective — ‘This is what we think 
we need,’” said Fullam. “It gives the 

archbishop some additional voices he 
would not typically hear. The arch-
bishop is being so very responsive to 
his people by wanting to hear their 
perspective as well.”

The outcome of the process will be 
a short document that articulates the 
archbishop’s vision for the next 10 years.

“It sets an ideal and a direction for 
the archdiocese to move [in],” said 
Fullam. “It gives a sense of what [the 
archdiocese] will look like and what is 
it you want to move toward. It’s a very 
proactive document as opposed to re-
active. If I could sum it up in one word, 
it provides clarity.”

charting the course
archdiocese to produce pastoral vision for next 10 years

envisioning 
leaDershiP teaM
archbishop naumann
msgr. thomas tank
Ken Williams
Father michael hawken
lamar hunt jr.
michael Scherschligt
Sister Susan Pieper, avI
Father mark mertes
carla mills
olivia Stear
Father Gary Pennings
denise ogilvie

archbishop Joseph F. nau-
mann and the 11 members of 
an archdiocesan envisioning 
leadership team will help de-
velop a pastoral vision for the 
next 10 years.
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By Andy Telli
Tennessee Register

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Speak-
ing to nearly 10,000 college 
students and young adults 
gathered here for SEEK 

2015, Curtis Martin, founder and presi-
dent of the Fellowship of Catholic Uni-
versity Students, implored them to put 
Christ first in their lives so they can 
change the world.

“You were willed into existence be-
cause you were meant to be amazing,” 
Martin said during his keynote address 
Jan. 4. “The invitation Christ is extend-
ing is to choose him first and become 
the man or woman you were meant to 
be.

“If you allow Christ to be the prin-
ciple and foundation of your life, you 
will be a world changer,” he said.

The conference, sponsored by the 
fellowship and held Jan. 1-5 at the 
Opryland Hotel and Resort in Nash-
ville, drew young people from college 
and university campuses across the 
country. Among the attendees were 
several hundred from Kansas colleges 
and universities, including the Univer-
sity of Kansas, Kansas State University, 
Emporia State University, and Bene-
dictine College, where Martin founded 
the fellowship in 1998.

“It moves my heart to tears to see 
people encountering Christ,” said Gage 
Shirley, one of more than 75 students 
from KU attending the conference.

This was the second SEEK confer-
ence he has attended. The first, two 
years ago, came as Shirley was going 
through a conversion in his faith and 

was helped along in that journey by 
older students he met through fellow-
ship missionaries at KU.

At SEEK two years ago, Shirley said, 
he “saw how big the church is, and how 
many college students are pursuing 
Christ.”

This year, his goal was to mentor 
younger students attending their first 
SEEK conference as he was mentored 
and to discern what path his life should 
take after he graduates in the spring, 
said Shirley, who is considering work-
ing as a missionary with several orga-
nizations, including the Fellowship of 
Catholic University Students.

Heather Nelson, another KU stu-
dent at SEEK 2015, has already made 
that decision: she will become a fel-
lowship missionary, working on a col-
lege campus to help students develop 
a relationship with Christ, after she 
graduates in the spring.

The conference has been a learning 
experience for Nelson, which came as 
a surprise, she said. She thought the 
conference would be geared more for 

people still seeking a relationship with 
Christ and, as a student leader at the St. 
Lawrence Catholic Campus Center at 
KU, she thought she already had that.

But listening to the many speakers 
at the conference, Nelson said, she 
learned a lot that she plans on bringing 
back to the Bible study group she leads 
at her sorority, Alpha Gamma Delta.

The Fellowship of Catholic Uni-
versity Students has more than 400 
missionaries serving on 100 campuses 
around the country in a national out-
reach to invite college students into a 
relationship with Christ and the Cath-
olic faith. The fellowship model begins 
first with establishing genuine friend-
ships and helping students, through 
small-group Bible studies and one-on-
one mentorship, to develop the tools 
they need to maintain their faith while 
in school. Then they are sent out to 
share their faith with others.

SEEK and FOCUS help students 
know the love of Christ and develop 
a true relationship with him, Nelson 
said. 

“That’s what’s lacking.”
People may know about Jesus, Nel-

son added, “but they don’t know him as 
their best friend.”

“What FOCUS is doing is on the cut-
ting edge of the new evangelization,” 
said Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, of 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas, who attended the conference and 
was the main celebrant and homilist at 
the Mass on Jan. 4, the solemnity of the 
Epiphany.

“The model they use, we’re trying to 
install that model in our parishes,” said 
Archbishop Naumann. “It’s the method 

Jesus himself used.”
Archbishop Naumann was im-

pressed with what he saw at the SEEK 
conference. 

“I see a tremendous desire for the 
Lord, a great yearning,” he said. “It’s 
impressive to see this many young 
adults on fire with the faith.”

It is especially impressive, he said, 
when one considers the sobering sta-
tistics about how many young people 
fall away from their faith while in col-
lege. 

“What’s beautiful here,” he said, “is 
you see a lot of young adults who’ve 
found their faith in college.”

In his homily, Archbishop Naumann 
told the conference attendees that “Je-
sus was not just a historical figure. He 
is still affecting people’s lives 2,000 
years later. . . . Certainly that is true 
here today.”                     

“Whatever motivated you to come 
to this conference,” he added, “I hope 
it was a time of grace for you” and an 
opportunity to develop a relationship 
with Christ.

“He is the answer,” Archbishop Nau-
mann said. “Only God can fulfill that 
deepest longing in our hearts.”

In his keynote address, Martin told 
conference attendees, “The great truth of 
the Christian Gospel is not that we love 
God, but that God loves us. . . . We need 
to respond with a full, all-in effort.”

“If you become who you are meant 
to be, you will set the world on fire,” he 
added. “Go set the world on fire.”

Andy Telli is managing editor of the 
Tennessee Register, newspaper for the 
Diocese of Nashville.

PhoTo By ANdy TeLLI

university of kansas student kayla burditt takes a selfie with the rest of the delegation from the state of kansas at the seek 2015 conference, held at the opryland hotel and resort in nashville, tennessee. 
the conference, sponsored by the Fellowship of catholic university students Ministries, drew more than 9,500 college students and young adults from around the country.

SEEK 2015 sends college students out to change the world
i see a tremen-
dous desire for 

the Lord, a great yearn-
ing. it’s impressive to see 
this many young adults 
on fire with the faith.”

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann

“

‘Land of contrasts’
Yet Sara takes care not to leave peo-

ple with only the impression of the 
country’s desperate poverty.

“Haiti is a very beautiful place,” she 
said. “It is a land of contrasts. You have 
this extreme poverty, yet there is a 
loveliness about [the country].”

In addition to the bright Caribbean 
colors and the mountains, Haiti is filled 
with people who are community-minded 
and affectionate.

“I think the Haitian people are re-
markable for what they do with the lit-
tle they have,” said Sara.

As a civil engineer, Jacques sees  
hope and potential for improvement 
alongside challenges and frustrations, 
because the resources that could make 

so many things possible aren’t there as 
they would be in the United States.

“Being able to turn on the water or 
flush a toilet or have a safe way to go 
to work so many times are taken for 
granted,” he said.

He always leaves Haiti wondering 
what can be done.

So he was excited about this oppor-
tunity to help through his parish.

A road trip — especially with four 
children in tow — comes with a lot of 
unknowns and challenges in Haiti, so 
the family didn’t visit the orphanage 
that was several hours from where 
they were staying.

But they did some research and sup-
port the mission that is helping to build 
up families and communities.

“It may seem like a drop in the buck-
et, but it’s a drop, and it counts for that 
particular family,” said Jacques.

Eager to help
Parishioners’ contributions started 

flowing as soon as they heard about the 
second collection in December and Jan-
uary.

“It was immediate,” said Father Mc-
Donald. “In that first weekend we . . . 
already had over $7,000.”

It costs $5,520 to turn a vulnerable 
shanty into a sturdy structure with 
concrete walls, so that first week alone 
raised more than enough to fund the 
construction of one house.

The parish by mid-January had raised 
more than enough for three homes.

This isn’t a matter of fixing Haiti and 
its problems, said Sara.

“We’re individuals trying to alleviate 
suffering,” she said. “We help the indi-
viduals out of love.”

Father McDonald views the collec-

tion to help families in Haiti as a won-
derful way to honor the Holy Family.

There was no home for Jesus at his 
birth, and his family made an unwanted 
journey to Egypt, he said.

“What better way then to help those, 
especially in this situation, who lost 
their homes, who have their children in 
the orphanage and are not even able to 
live with their little children until they 
get a better home?” asked Father Mc-
Donald. “What better way than to give 
hope for Christmas?”

Want to help?
Read more about Father Boisvert’s 

efforts and the work being done in Hai-
ti to improve conditions for children 
and families by visiting the website at: 
www.freethekids.org. Donations may 
be made through the website. 
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F
or Michael and Terry Rebout, the 
commitment to giving back to God 
is an essential part of their daily 
lives. Together, the pair has owned 
and operated Michael’s Heritage 
Florist in Kansas City, Kansas, for 

more than 40 years, while volunteering their 
time to provide flowers for liturgical celebra-
tions, archdiocesan events and special celebra-
tions at their parish, the Cathedral of St. Peter. 

Their commitment to stewardship began 
on their wedding day, the feast of St. Vincent 
de Paul, celebrated on Sept. 27. They dedi-
cated themselves to serving others through 
prayer, financial contributions and by giving 
of their time whenever asked.

This year, they serve as co-chairs of the Arch-
bishop’s Call to Share appeal. This year’s theme, 

“No Act of Love Is Lost,” 
emphasizes Pope Francis’ 
message that every act of 
charity makes a difference 
in the lives of those who are 
helped. 

Terry notes that establish-
ing giving as a habit is essen-
tial, saying, “Even when we 
were first married and had 
less to give, we found ways to 
support the appeal because 
we knew others were count-
ing on us.” 

Together, Michael and 
Terry have raised three chil-
dren, sending them to Catho-
lic grade school, high school 
and college. Today, they con-
tinue working in their florist 
shop and enjoy the company 
of their grown daughter and 
sons, plus five grandchildren. 

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann selected 
the Rebouts as co-chairs of the appeal be-
cause of their unending willingness to give 
of themselves. Their example of a lifetime 
of service and generosity is an inspiration to 
many throughout the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City in Kansas. 

Pope Francis reminds us to pay attention 
to the needs of the poor — to listen to those 
without a voice. This year, please join those 
who are making a gift to serve the vulnerable 
and those on the margins of society. A contri-
bution to the appeal — a simple act of love — 
will strengthen archdiocesan efforts to meet 
the needs of those we serve and share Christ’s 
love and mercy with the world.

>> continued from page 16

honoring the holy family by helping haiti

“The way we 
treat others has 

transcendent 
dimensions. We 

must not lose our 
amazement, our 
excitement and 

zeal for living the 
gospel of fraterni-

ty and justice.” 
Pope Francis, 

Joy of the Gospel 179

WiLLingness To give
ACTS co-chairs have shown a lifelong commitment to give of themselves

LeAveN PhoTo By douG heSSe

terry and Michael rebout, owners of Michael’s heritage Florist in kansas city, kansas, are this year’s co-chairs of the arch-
bishop’s call to share appeal.
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By Monte Mace
Special to The Leaven

EMPORIA — What is the pur-
pose of my life?

That was just one of human-
ity’s tougher questions pre-

sented to some 100 rural youth from the 
archdiocese at an event held Jan. 3. 

Nationally renowned speaker Paul J. 
Kim posed that and several other simi-
lar questions to participants at the Re-
New Year Heart retreat, held at Sacred 
Heart Parish in Emporia and sponsored 
by the archdiocesan rural youth out-
reach. 

Kim started off by asking the teens a 
series of questions like: Why graduate 
from high school? Why go to college? 
Why get a job and be successful? Why 
have a family?

But the next one was a stumper.
“What’s next?” Kim said. “If you 

don’t know why you’re doing it, then 
you have no purpose in life. You’re just 
like little robots. But for Christians and 
Catholics, it’s much more beautiful. 
The purpose of your life is to have a 
relationship with God — where life has 
meaning. Your purpose is to be a gift to 
other people. God wants to use your life 
to accomplish something great.”

Then Kim broached the topic most 
teens probably think they’ll never have 
to deal with: death. 

“Without faith, it’s terrifying,” he 
said. “But for us, death leads to eternal 
life.” 

He advised the teens to strive to be 
“the best version of yourself,” and to 
stop wasting time comparing them-
selves to others and worrying about the 
small stuff — such as the latest clothing 
fashions, the newest electronic gadgets, 

being part of the “in” crowd and all the 
other things that might preoccupy oth-
ers.

Fortunately for the kids, Kim didn’t 
immediately leap to profound ques-
tions. In the beginning of the session, 
he warmed up the crowd, admitting as 
a teenager he went to Mass only to get 
doughnuts and meet girls. 

Kim also dazzled the kids with his 
beatboxing skills, then invited four of 
the attending teens to join him on stage 
to create a multitrack beatboxing in-
strumental that drew laughter and ap-
plause. 

But Kim then turned the program 
to deeper issues. And deepening their 
faith was what many of the kids said 

they came for.  
“I came last year,” said 15-year-old 

Amanda Pritchard, of St. Patrick Parish 
in Osage City. “It was exciting. It helped 
with renewal of my faith. I wanted to 
have a greater experience of my faith 
through the day.”

St. Catherine Parish of Emporia sent 
the largest group of 20 kids to Re-New 
Year Heart. One was Marvin Magana, 15.

“I came to help and to meet new 
people,” he said. “I want to learn more 
about my faith. I came last year and it 
was a lot of fun.” 

Last year’s conference was cut short 
by a major snowstorm. Weather also 
threatened to interfere this year but 
archdiocesan vocations director Fa-

ther Scott Wallisch, who led the Bene-
diction and eucharistic adoration, told 
the group he prayed a rosary asking for 
good weather. Predicted freezing rain 
didn’t materialize.

Other teens came to the conference 
just to see what it was all about, prob-
ably never expecting to be asked the 
meaning of life.

“My mom said, ‘Why don’t you go?’” 
said Braden Myers, 15, of St. Francis 
Xavier Parish in Mayetta. “I came to see 
what happens and to renew my heart.” 

Fifteen-year-old Taylor Bittner of St. 
Stanislaus Parish in Rossville thought 
the conference was enjoyable.

“[Kim] puts it in language you can 
understand,” she said. 

Her mother, Angie Bittner, is the ru-
ral youth outreach coordinator for the 
archdiocese. She awoke at 4:30 a.m. in 
order to pick up Kim at the airport in 
Kansas City and drive him to Emporia. 
Bittner invited Kim to speak after see-
ing him at conferences in St. Louis and 
in Steubenville, Ohio. 

“I liked his message saying don’t just 
go to church but love [Jesus],” she said. 
“The purpose of every youth-centered 
event we do is to provide an opportu-
nity for kids to encounter Jesus. We do 
our best to provide an amazing oppor-
tunity for them and pray that their rela-
tionship with him will deepen.”

As proof that Kim’s challenging ques-
tions stimulated the teens, during a Q&A 
session they asked him equally tough 
questions such as: Who created God? 

“As a kid, I almost had an aneurysm 
thinking about that question,” Kim an-
swered, gesturing with both hands to his 
head that it’s a mind-blowing thought. 
“But it’s an infinite mystery. There was 
never a moment when God wasn’t.” 

be ‘the best version of yourself,’ speaker urges teens

LeAveN PhoToS By moNTe mAce

kim invited taylor bittner (center), a sophomore from st. stanislaus Parish in rossville, and nikita 
rogers, a freshman from st. Francis Xavier Parish in burlington, onstage to help make an on-the-
spot beatboxing recording using their voices. 

speaker Paul J. kim warmed up the crowd of about 100 rural youth and adult leaders with vocal beatboxing Jan. 3 at re-new Year heart retreat at sacred heart Parish in emporia before he led them into 
a deeper discussion about christianity and the purpose of life.

Mel and Pat (Stimetz) Ramseier, 
members of Sa-
cred heart Par-
ish, tonganoxie,  
celebrated their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
jan. 16. the cou-
ple was married 
at christ the King 
Parish, Kansas 
city, Kansas, by 
Father Paul mill-
er. their children 

are: tammy Westgate, leawood; jeff 
ramseier, leavenworth; and Kim hanson, 
tonganoxie. they also have seven grand-
children and four great-grandchildren. a 
family celebration was held at the riford 
Senior center in tonganoxie.

Linda (Lee) and Larry Kaminsky, 
m e m b e r s 
of Sacred 
heart of je-
sus Parish, 
S h a w n e e , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
with a fami-

ly dinner on jan. 10. the couple was mar-
ried on jan. 30, 1965, at St. joseph church, 
atchison. their children are: Kristin mcar-
thur, overland Park; and matt Kaminsky, 
olathe. they also have eight grandchil-
dren. they will vacation in the turks and 
caicos Islands.

Glenda (Hamilton) and John Palaz-
zolo, mem-
bers of 
holy Spir-
it Parish, 
o v e r l a n d 
Park, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversa-

ry on jan. 16. the couple was married on 
jan. 16, 1965, at St. joseph church, cob-
den, Illinois. their children are: Stephanie 
mccormick; john Palazzolo jr.; and Stacy 
moreano. they also have three grandchil-
dren.
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“Let us show you the many options 
available when you prearrange 

your funeral services.”

Funeral home  •  crematory  •  memorial chapels  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
word “retirement” to many 
people might conjure 
thoughts of a day on the 

beach or hours on the golf course, 
but those idyllic images aren’t so 
likely to come to mind when many 
priests think of retiring.

While a diocesan priest who is 70 
or older might decide to turn over 
active leadership of a parish or min-
istry to someone else, if he’s able, 
he’ll likely continue to celebrate 
Masses at parishes, preside at wed-
dings, celebrate funeral Masses and 
serve in a variety of other capacities.

A priest in retirement often car-
ries out many of the tasks so familiar 
to him from a lifetime of service, but 
there are also situations unique to 
retired priests.

There are currently more than 20 
priests who are retired in the arch-
diocese. A recently created quarter-
ly gathering invites them to come 
together for lunch and a couple of 
hours with Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann.

The priests catch up on life, eat 
and talk about issues important spe-
cifically to them.

These gatherings have been tak-
ing place for about the past year.

Last November, a group gathered 
for the quarterly luncheon at Savior 
Pastoral Center in Kansas City, Kan-
sas.

“Part of this quarterly gathering is 
just for their own camaraderie and 
fraternity,” said Father Brian Schie-
ber, pastor of St. Michael the Arch-
angel Parish in Leawood and archdi-
ocesan vicar general for clergy. “It’s 
an opportunity for them to be with 
the archbishop.”

At this meeting, discussions 
ranged over a variety of topics.

One issue that was discussed — 
and tends to generate a lot of interest 
and queries from the retired priests 
— is a potential facility where re-
tired priests would be able to live 
together.

The idea of a facility in the arch-
diocese has support — from retired 
priests and from leadership — but is 

still in the discussion and research 
phases.   

Another issue raised was the pos-
sibility of contracting with a home 
health nurse to look in on retired 
priests. Because the Sisters, Servants 
of Mary serve in the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles in this capacity, the 
archdiocese is now investigating 
working with the order on some-
thing similar here.

Just as most lay Americans are 
living longer and healthier in retire-
ment, so, too, are the priests, which 
offers both opportunities for them 
to continue their ministry to the 
church, but also presents problems 
of care.

That’s why the chance to hear the 
concerns of the retired priests first-
hand is so appreciated.

The meetings have raised his own 
awareness, said Father Schieber, of 
the depth and breadth of planning 
that will be needed if the archdiocese 
is to better serve its retired priests.

The next meeting of  retired 
priests is scheduled for Feb. 17.

retired gathering fosters camaraderie

LeAveN PhoTo By JeSSIcA LANGdoN

archbishop Joseph F. naumann talks with retired priests of the archdiocese during a quarterly meeting. the priests are, from left: Father tom 
hesse, Father Francis burger, Father george seuferling, Father tom kearns, Father Don cullen, Father robert Pflumm, Father brian schieber, 
archdiocesan vicar for clergy, and Father vince krische. 

new anniversarY PolicY
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.
com. 



the stuDent
John carrazco takes advantage of ndolo’s music 
clinic Dec. 30 at reachkck (blessed sacrament 
campus) in kansas city, kansas.

conFession
Father Mirco sosio, avi, hears the confession of a participant at the 
“one thing remains” event at blessed sacrament.

JaM session
guitarists kyle Martin, John carrazco and noah baniewicz jam with musician ike ndolo Dec. 30 at reachkck (blessed sacrament campus). ndolo was the featured presenter in a schedule that included the clinic, dinner and a reception for black 
catholic youth and their families, and “one thing remains” with archbishop Joseph F. naumann, which included eucharistic adoration and prayer at blessed sacrament church. the evening concluded with a reception back at reachkck.

aDoration
archbishop Joseph F. naumann blesses the congregation during the hour of eucharistic adoration 
at blessed sacrament church in kansas city, kansas, as part of the “one thing remains” event.

artists
From left, DJ  and Josh-
ua Mcreynolds put 
pen to paper for an 
art project that youth 
were invited to tackle 
following “one thing 
remains.” 

the teacher
Julie Flangan, reachkck visual arts 
instructor, explains to participants 
the proper techinque to use.

Making rounDs
Jared rottinghaus (standing 
left), youth minister at st. Jo-
seph Parish in shawnee, and 
Father scott wallisch, arch-
diocesan vocations director, 
chat with youth following “one 
thing remains.”

oPen Mic
greg hernandez takes 
his turn at the open 
mic at reachkck 
(blessed sacrament 
campus).
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Carolyn Kaberline
Special to The Leaven

If there’s one thing Paul and Mary 
Thompson learned as honorary 
presidents of last year’s Catholic 
Charities’ Snow Ball, it was that 

they and the event’s presidents weren’t 
really in charge.

“The Holy Spirit was!” said Mary 
Thompson, noting that just 36 hours 
before the 2014 Snow Ball, it looked 
as though the goal of raising two mil-
lion dollars — the highest goal ever 
— wouldn’t be realized. “But then 
something amazing happened, and a 
dedicated group of leaders pooled their 
resources, and the goal was met.”

Thompson was quick to note that it 
was the incredible faith and leadership 
of presidents Charlie and Jean Haake 
and patron committee chairperson 
Dave Knopke that made the attainment 
of the goal for the 40th anniversary of 
the Snow Ball possible and allowed the 
event to be a true celebration.

This year’s Snow Ball will be held 
Jan. 24 at the Sheraton Hotel at Crown 
Center Exhibition Hall in Kansas City, 
Missouri, with a similar goal: two mil-
lion dollars.

“This year has been full of unex-
pected and sacrificial gifts as well,” said 
Thompson. “We learned there are a 
lot of kind and generous people in our 
archdiocese, who really care about our 
neighbors in need. Also our eyes were 
opened to the spread of poverty, even 
to those who are educated and skilled.”

The Thompsons, who have belonged 
to Church of the Nativity Parish in 
Leawood for the past 21 years, will be 
helped by the William H. Dunn family, 
the honorary presidents for the 2015 
Snow Ball. The Dunns, members of St. 
Ann Parish in Prairie Village for the 
past 30 years, have been involved with 
the Snow Ball from its very beginning.

That beginning dates back to 1974 
and was the result of the efforts of or-
ganizers John Phillips and John Fogarty. 
The first event, named the St. Martin of 
Tours Gala and held at the former Glen-
wood Manor Hotel in Overland Park, 
featured a $25 per couple potluck. The 
event soon gained widespread atten-
tion, however, and the amount raised 
grew each year. The name Snow Ball 
was given to the event several years lat-
er when it was noted that snow almost 
always fell on or around the event’s 
scheduled date.

“The Snow Ball presidents and 
honorary presidents do an incredible 

amount of work from May to January 
each year to ensure the success of our 
largest fundraiser,” said Ken Williams, 
president and CEO of Catholic Char-
ities. “Snow Ball annually generates 
about 50 percent of all of the private 
donations Catholic Charities receives 
in a given year.”

Williams explained that the presi-
dents and honorary presidents, who 
each serve one-year terms, are select-
ed by members of the Snow Ball Patron 
Cabinet according to certain criteria: 
They must be well-respected fami-
lies inside and outside of the Catholic 
Church, supporters of Catholic Chari-
ties, and people who have made posi-
tive contributions to Kansas City and 
communities throughout northeast 
Kansas.

“The presidents must serve as vice 
presidents the year prior to their term 
as presidents,” said Williams. “This 
allows them to shadow the presidents 
and see how this all works. It also gives 
them the opportunity to take mental 
notes as to how they might want to 
put their personal stamp on the event 
during their term as presidents.”

Among their duties, Williams said, is 
“raising awareness for Catholic Char-
ities ministries, functioning as chief 
fundraisers for the year and providing 
counsel on the event itself, such as the 
theme, menu and decorations.”

While organizing the Snow Ball 
takes a lot of time, this year’s presidents 

and honorary presidents are more than 
willing to give of themselves.

“We are quite concerned with the 
culture that exists in our society today, 
and many of the needs are assisted by 
the programs in Catholic Charities,” 
said William Dunn Sr., adding that the 
breakdown of families many years ago 
led to more incidents of single-parent 
families, lower high school graduation 
rates and more societal problems.  

“We have hope for the future be-
cause of the many programs of Catholic 
Charities and the volunteers who man 
them,” he added.

Although Thompson said she and 
her husband are busy people, they 
give their time to Catholic Charities 
“because there is a need, and Catholic 
Charities is able to meet the need in the 
most efficient way possible.”

“We totally agree with their philos-
ophy that as Christians, we need to 
offer a hand up, not just a hand out,” 
said Thompson. “We also found the old 
adage is true: The more you give, the 
more you receive.” 

“That has certainly been our experi-
ence in volunteering for Catholic Char-
ities,” she said. “We are humbled by the 
people we have met, and our lives have 
been enriched by our experiences.”

More information on this year’s Snow 
Ball can be found on the Catholic Char-
ities website at: http://catholiccharities 
ks.org/special-events/snow-ball.

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — He 
was a disillusioned, leftist 
English journalist. She was a 
saint from the slums of Cal-

cutta. When they met, the lives of Mal-
colm Muggeridge and Blessed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta would be profoundly 
changed.

The St. Genesius Guild, a group of 
young actors and actresses from the 
Greater Kansas City metropolitan area, 
will present the play “Malcolm and Te-
resa” this month.

“Kansas City is a big theater town 
but never have we seen theater with 
Catholic themes presented the way the 
St. Genesius Guild does it,” said James 
Moran, founder and executive director. 
“We attempt to give young people and 
their families real heroes to look up to. 
Our mission is to change the local cul-
ture one scene at a time.”

Muggeridge went to Calcutta in 1970 
to produce a documentary about Moth-
er Teresa for BBC-TV. He first saw her 
while she was aiding the poor and sick 
in the filth-ridden streets.

He’d never seen anything like her be-
fore. The squalor, stench and despair of 
the streets contrasted sharply with the 
deep, warm glow of Mother Teresa’s 
face and the love for the poor in her 
eyes.

This encounter would begin a pro-
cess that led him and his wife Kitty to 
become Catholics.

“Malcolm and Teresa” will have a 
limited run at two sites.

In Kansas, performances will be of-
fered at 7 p.m. on Jan. 16 and Jan. 17, and 
at 4 p.m. on Jan. 18 at Nettie Hartnett 
Elementary School, 1000 3rd Ave., Leav-
enworth.

In Missouri, performances will be at 
7 p.m. Jan. 30 and Jan. 31, and at 3 p.m. 
on Feb. 1 at the Little Sisters of the Poor, 
8745 James A. Reed Rd., Kansas City, 
Missouri.

The tickets are: $5 for adults and chil-
dren, 12 and older; $3 for youths five to 11 
years old; and free for children younger 
than age 5.

Tickets will be purchased at the door, 
but attendees must specify how many 
tickets, and for what ages, by making 
reservations on the St. Genesius Guild 
website at: www.thegenesiusguild.net.

play, ‘Malcolm 
and teresa,’ gets 
Kansas city run

snow ball honorees named

seated are Paul and Mary thompson, presidents of the 2015 snow ball which will be held Jan. 24 
at the sheraton hotel at crown center exhibition hall in kansas city, Missouri. behind them are the 
honorary presidents, from left: bill Dunn Jr., bob Dunn, terry Dunn, steve Dunn, kevin Dunn, and bill 
Dunn sr.

worLd  11JANuAry 16, 2015    |   TheLeAveN.com

By Chaz Muth
Catholic News Service

NOTRE DAME, Ind. (CNS) — 
Murdered Salvadoran Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero is held 
up as a beacon for the poor 

and oppressed, but scholars who see 
momentum in his sainthood cause say 
his conversion to this dogma was a slow 
process.

 It’s a common narrative that Arch-
bishop Romero had a sudden conver-
sion from a quiet, cerebral archbishop 
to one whose outreach to the poor and 
disenfranchised led to his death, but Da-
mian Zynda, an Archbishop Romero re-
searcher who is a faculty member with 
the Christian Spirituality Program at 
Jesuit-run Creighton University, argues 
that transformation happened over the 
course of many years.

 Scholars see a significant shift in the 
archbishop’s activism after the 1977 as-
sassination of Father Rutilio Grande, a 
progressive Jesuit priest and friend of the 
archbishop who had been an unapologet-
ic critic of what he called El Salvador’s 
oppressive government.

 But Zynda and other researchers sug-
gest that event was only a trigger, and that 
his true evolution resulted from a series 
of conversions that occurred throughout 
Archbishop Romero’s life.

 The sainthood cause for the arch-
bishop, who was shot and killed March 
24, 1980, as he celebrated Mass in a San 
Salvador hospital chapel, appears to have 
momentum.

 A panel of theologians advising the 
Vatican’s Congregation for Saints’ Causes 
voted unanimously to recognize Romero 
as a martyr Jan. 8, and declared that the 
archbishop had been killed “in hatred for 
the faith.”

 The Congregation for Saints’ Causes 
must now vote on whether to advise the 
pope to issue a decree of beatification. A 
miracle is not needed for beatification of 
a martyr, though a miracle is ordinarily 
needed for his or her canonization.

 Archbishop Romero had “small con-
versions that led up to and prepared him 
for this experience when Rutilio Grande 
was assassinated,” Zynda told Catholic 
News Service.

 Zynda was among several scholars 
CNS interviewed during the annual In-
ternational Conference on Archbishop 
Oscar Romero at the University of Notre 
Dame in September.

 “There is no doubt that the Grande 
event was profound,” said Michael E. 
Lee, associate professor of theology at Je-
suit-run Fordham University. “But I think 
we’ve come to understand more and 
more how that was . . . a tipping point, 
a capstone, a completion of a long pro-
cess that in many ways we can say was 
lifelong.”

 “Conversions happen in moments 
of being aware of grace and responding 
to grace in our humanity,” Zynda said. 
“Romero, when he was 13, heard the call 
to grace to go to the seminary, [then] to 
the priesthood. He was very faithful.”

 Following his 1942 ordination at 25, 
then-Father Romero began doctoral 
studies in Rome and focused on Jesuit 
Father Luis de la Puente, a 16th-century 
Spanish theologian, but was called back 
to El Salvador by his bishop before he 
could finish his degree.

 In El Salvador, he became a devot-
ed priest who plunged himself into his 
mission and ministry, Zynda said. “He is 

an academic at heart with a very sharp 
mind, someone who is very generous to 
God within the context of his culture and 
his own psychological makeup and he 
becomes an isolated workaholic.”

 With no sense of collaboration or 
delegation, Father Romero frequently 
burned himself out and required a series 
of respites in Mexico, where he eventual-
ly entered into analysis in the early 1970s 
with a therapist who told him he had an 
obsessive-compulsive personality, she 
said.

 “Little by little he begins to under-
stand the ideology of his woundedness,” 
Zynda said. “And instead of him rejecting 
that, he embraced it. And he began to see 
grace at work in his own woundedness.”

 In Archbishop Romero’s personal 
journals, he talks about that moment as 
one of the most pivotal of his life, “be-
cause it helped him to understand where 
he had come from, what his wound was, 
which I make the case that he never felt 
himself [to be] lovable or capable of lov-
ing,” she said. “So we start to see him 
practicing new behaviors when he comes 
back from that.”

 Following his appointment as auxil-
iary bishop of San Salvador, he began to 
form sincere bonds with friends for the 
first time in his life and he started to take 
more personal time away from work, 
showing a slow evolution, Zynda said.

 Though Archbishop Romero was 
raised in an economically depressed fam-
ily and worked in a gold mine to support 
his seminary studies, he mainly worked 
in clerical positions as a priest. It was 
not until he was appointed bishop of the 
Santiago de Maria Diocese that he tru-
ly understood the suffering of the poor 
working on the coffee plantations in his 

country, Lee told CNS.
 “Here was re-engagement with a pas-

toral reality of suffering, injustice, mal-
nutrition and just tragic circumstances,” 
Lee said. “That moment opens him up to 
think through, ‘What does it mean to be a 
Christian? What does it mean to be a pas-
tor? What does it mean to be church in 
the world today in light of suffering like 
this, in light of injustice like this?’”

 While Archbishop Romero was un-
dergoing a steady conversion, his repu-
tation remained as someone who would 
not challenge the government in El Sal-
vador or the wealthy power structure, 
said Julian Filochowski, chairman of the 
Archbishop Romero Trust in London, 
which was launched in 2007 to raise 
awareness about the murdered justice 
advocate’s life and ministry.

 The Salvadoran government wel-
comed his February 1977 appointment 
as archbishop, but Archbishop Rome-
ro’s conservative reputation concerned 
many progressive priests, who feared he 
would suppress their commitment to the 
poor under liberation theology that had 
emerged throughout Latin America.

 A few weeks later, Father Grande was 
gunned down on his way to Mass. Arch-
bishop Romero traveled to the church 
where his friend’s body had been laid 
out and prayed with impoverished local 
farmers who told him stories about their 
suffering.

 He emerged as the fiery champion of 
the poor and oppressed, who used the 
pulpit to denounce actions of the gov-
ernment, death squads in his country, 
violence from the outbreak of civil war 
and military occupation of churches, 
Filochowski told CNS in an interview at 
Notre Dame.

 “So, the three years of his tenure as 
archbishop were three years of intensi-
fying conflict in his preaching,” he said. 
“He spoke the truth, he took the word of 
God and he unpacked it and he made it 
real for his people and his poor, and he 
would make it relevant to their lives and 
their suffering.”

 Archbishop Romero knew his actions 
endangered his life, but his gradual evo-
lution as a true man of God allowed him 
to embrace the consequences that ulti-
mately took his life, said Margaret Pfeil, 
associate professional specialist in theol-
ogy at the University of Notre Dame.

Romero scholars say his role as crusader for poor was slow evolution
Panel unanimous 

that archbishop romero 
is a martyr

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

vatIcan cIty (cnS) — a 
panel of theologians advis-
ing the vatican’s congre-
gation for Saints’ causes 

voted unanimously to recognize the 
late Salvadoran archbishop oscar 
romero as a martyr, according to 
the newspaper of the Italian bish-
ops’ conference.

 the panel declared jan. 8 that 
the archbishop had been killed “in 
hatred for the faith,” avvenire re-
ported jan. 9.

 the decision is a key step in the 
archbishop’s cause, following an ex-
tended debate over whether he was 
killed for political reasons or for his 
faith.

 the next step in the process lies 
with the cardinals and bishops who 
sit on the congregation for Saints’ 
causes, who will vote on whether 
to advise the pope to issue a decree 
of beatification. a miracle is not 
needed for beatification of a mar-
tyr, though a miracle is ordinarily 
needed for his or her canonization 
as saint. 

archbishop romero, an out-
spoken advocate for the poor, was 
shot and killed march 24, 1980, as 
he celebrated mass in a hospital in 
San Salvador during his country’s 
civil war. his sainthood cause was 
opened at the vatican in 1993.

 Pope Benedict XvI told report-
ers in 2007 that the archbishop 
was “certainly a great witness of 
the faith” who “merits beatification, 
I do not doubt.” But he said some 
groups had complicated the saint-
hood cause by trying to co-opt the 
archbishop as a political figure.

 In march 2013, Pope Francis re-
portedly told el Salvador’s ambas-
sador to the holy See: “’I hope that 
under this pontificate we can beati-
fy [archbishop romero].”

 Pope Francis told reporters in au-
gust 2014 that “For me, romero is a 
man of God.”

 “But the process must go ahead, 
and God must give his sign. If he 
wants to do so, he will,” Pope Fran-
cis said.

 during his general audience jan. 
7, Pope Francis quoted words that 
archbishop romero had spoken at 
the funeral mass of a priest assassi-
nated by Salvadoran death squads: 
“We must all be willing to die for our 
faith even if the lord does not grant 
us this honor.”

beacon of hope
 a panel of theologians 
advising the vatican’s 
congregation for saints’ 
causes voted unanimously 
Jan. 8 to recognize the late 
salvadoran archbishop as 
a martyr, according to the 
newspaper of the italian 
bishops’ conference.
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regional pastoral associate - The Wyandotte Pastoral 
region of the Archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas is 
seeking a regional pastoral associate for development and 
engagement. This position will work with pastors, staffs 
and leadership advisory bodies of designated parishes 
in the Wyandotte Pastoral region. The purpose of the 
work is to maximize the fiscal and pastoral vitality of the 
parishes. Ideal candidate will be a skilled communicator 
experienced in data analysis and strategic planning; team 
leadership; and fundraising. Bachelor’s degree is required. 
experience with parish fiscal management and pastoral 
planning or fund management is preferred. A complete 
job description, application and benefits information are 
available on the archdiocese’s website at: www.archkck.
org/jobs. Qualified individuals should submit cover letter, 
resume and application (available on website) and a let-
ter of support from the pastor of your parish by Jan. 30 
by email to: jobs@archkck.org or mail to: Archdiocese of 
Kansas city in Kansas, office of human resources, Pas-
toral Associate for development and engagement Search, 
12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109. 

lead consultant - The Archdiocese of Kansas city in 
Kansas is seeking a lead consultant for mission strat-
egy. This position heads the office of mission strategy, 
which exists to guide entities within the archdiocese in 
formulating pastoral plans and developing strategies for 
implementing the archbishop’s pastoral objectives and 
advancing the church’s evangelical and pastoral mission. 
This work will be accomplished in collaboration with curial 
offices, pastoral regions, parishes and schools. The lead 
consultant will work with the various entities by utilizing 
demographic and constituent data, guiding the planning 
efforts and developing communications and other strat-
egies. The position requires experience and demonstrat-
ed skill in strategic planning and data analysis; verbal 
and written communications, including public speaking; 
print and electronic media; and leadership and collabora-
tion. requires a bachelor’s degree in theology, business, 
communications, marketing or related field. A complete 
job description, application and benefits information are 
available on the archdiocese’s website at: www.archkck.
org/jobs. Qualified individuals should submit cover letter, 
resume and application (available on website) and a let-
ter of support from the pastor of your parish by Jan. 30 
by email to: jobs@archkck.org or mail to: Archdiocese of 
Kansas city in Kansas, office of human resources, Lead 
consultant for mission Strategy Search, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109. 

safe drivers - Assisted Transportation seeks caring and 
reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in overland 
Park, olathe and/or Kansas city, Kansas in our minivans.  
cdL not required. retirees are encouraged to apply.  Learn 
more or apply online at: www.assistedtransportation.com 
or call (913) 262-3100 for more information. eoe.

sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, catholic cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte county area cemeter-
ies. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. Training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
Advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, Topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please contact 
John A. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 Topeka Blvd., To-
peka, KS 66612.  

accountant position - catholic cemeteries of Northeast 
Kansas has an immediate opening for a part-time accoun-
tant position. The accountant will assist with month end 
closing activities, balance sheet account reconciliations, 
account analysis, as well as manage the external audit of 
financial statements. Position requires a bachelor’s degree 
with emphasis in accounting, 3 + years’ experience in cor-
porate general accounting, 1 - 2 years’ public accounting 
experience preferred. Qualified individuals should email 
cover letter and resume to: svallejo@cathcemks.org or 
mail to catholic cemeteries, Attn: Sharon vallejo, P.o. Box 
2327, Kansas city, KS 66110.

villa st. Francis - A catholic community that provides 
long-term care, short-term rehabilitation and memory 
care. We are currently recruiting for: Full-time/part-time 
LPNs; full-time/part-time cNAs; PrN housekeepers; part-
time laundry aides; part-time dietary aides; full-time 
maintenance. competitive wages, benefits package, col-
laborative work environment, eoe. Please apply in person 
at 16600 W. 126th St., olathe, KS 66062. 

Position - Articulate, organized systems-driven person 
for 20 hours per week to start. Full-time potential for right 
person. candidate needs to know microsoft Word, Pow-
erPoint and excel. must also have good organizational, 
telephone and communication skills and social media 
proficiency. Position includes client follow-up systems, 
marketing creation, copywriting. Please send resume by 
email to: cindy@cindydteam.com, outlining qualifications 
and compensation expectations and resume.

ServIceS
electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 

south Kc metro. call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
cristofer estrada, Green Solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKc.com.

Need to lose weight, get in shape? Improve balance, co-
ordination and flexibility. call Angela, personal trainer, at 
(913) 558-7759.

housecleaning - Professional, thorough housecleaning. 
competitive pricing. Flexible scheduling. 25 plus years of 
experience. Johnson county, Shawnee, overland Park, and 
Wyandotte county areas. call Shelly at (913) 206-2680. 
Please leave a message.

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

cleaning lady - reasonable rates; references provided. 
call (913) 940-2959.

clutter getting You Down? organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin of All Trades” your professional organizer 
and “hoNey-do-LIST” specialist. call today for a free con-
sultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. references. visit our 
website at: www.KoATINduSTrIeS.com.

housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. references 
from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. call Sharon 
at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). 
Serving the 913 area code area.

complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
Serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member Ascension Parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas city Longarm Shop - 
Nolting Longarm machines, quilting supplies and machine 
quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts - cus-
tom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt collections, 
photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, etc., neckties 
etc. For information or to schedule a free consultation, call 
(913) 649-2704. visit the website at: www.quiltedmemo 
riesllc.com.

For Quickbooks help
call Ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of Ars Parish

tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

agua Fina irrigation and landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

house and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishioner of 
Good Shepherd church. references available. call (913) 
544-6982.

Mike hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving Joco since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. call mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an 
email to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

home ImProvemeNT
custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 days. 
cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive prices, 
dependable work. call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 962-
5058. members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

the Drywall Doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

house painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

swalms organizing and Downsizing service - reduc-
ing clutter - enjoy an organized home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

ceiling, wall crack and water stain repair - ceilings 
retextured or painted. Interior painting, no mess! Serving 
Kansas city, Kansas, and the Johnson county area for 23 
years. call Jerry at (913) 206-1144.

Fire & water damage restoration - Framing, insula-
tion, painting, and mold treatment. Lead-safe certified; 
insured. Serving Wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 
years. call Jerry at (913) 206-1144.

concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com.

home improvements - Thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or 
too small. call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

el sol Y la  tierra
*commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

sta (sure thing always) home repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy Trinity, Lenexa.

nelson creations l.l.c.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

local handyman and lawn care - Water heaters, 
plumbing, hvAc, garbage disposals, toilets, faucets, 
painting, power washing, staining, windows, roofing, 
doors, gutter cleaning, carpet, mowing, etc... member of 
holy Angels Parish, Basehor. call Billy at (913) 927-4118.

adept home improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

cAreGIvING
looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. call benefits of home - 
senior care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. call Daughters & company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, debbie or Gary.

caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. Live-in 
considered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. call (913) 579-5276.

caregiver - cNA home health care specialist provides 
TLc in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours, affordable, excellent references provided. Non-
smoker. call (816) 806-8104.

For SALe
For sale - At mount calvary cemetery. Tandem crypt in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. call marcie at (913) 712-8124.

For sale - 2 adjoining plots in Ascension Garden at resur-
rection cemetery, 83rd and Quivira, Lenexa. $3,000, plus 
transfer fee. call (660) 888-3977.

Max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
member of the church of the Ascension, overland Park. call 
(913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. recycled and new equipment. 
member of St. michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
call Silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

WANTed To Buy
will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. member of Sacred heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

wanted to buy - Lionel trains. call (913) 485-6700.

antiQues wanteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, Babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

vAcATIoN
2015 spring break resort condo - close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney World, universal Studios, and 
Sea World. march 14-21, 2015. 2 Br sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. call (816) 
716-4676.

For reNT
house for rent - 4407 Francis, Kansas city, Kansas. clean, 
well-maintained home. Walk to Ku med. 2 Br, kitchen 
appliances, washer/dryer, walk-out full basement. Nice 
neighborhood with long-term, established families. Local 
family-owned and managed. Providing housing for over 40 
years. No pets or smoking. $850 per month. Please call Ken 
or Judy decker at (913) 432-0820 or (816) 674-1214.

reAL eSTATe
For sale - 4212 victory dr., Kansas city, Kansas. 2 Br, fin-
ished attic/basement. Garage. excellent at $49,500. call 
(913) 334-0124.

wanted to buy: I Need houSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. holy Trinity Parish member.  

mISceLLANeouS
our lady of hope. catholics with an Anglican and meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
ernie davis. dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 

buying a classified: cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327
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Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

January
a memorial liturgy for deceased 
loved ones will be at 8 a.m. on 
jan. 17 at Curé of Ars Parish, 
9401 mission rd., leawood. Fol-

lowing the mass, the bereavement minis-
try will have its monthly support meeting 
in the Father Burak room. For more infor-
mation call (913) 649-2026.

the 5th annual Give ’N’ Get Coat 
and Shoe Exchange will take 
place at Prince of Peace Church 
cafeteria, 16000 W 143rd St., 

olathe, on jan. 18 from 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
enter in doors on lower level parking lot 
on the southwest corner of the church. 
all are welcome to come and receive free 
winter coats, shoes, hats, gloves, scarves, 
blankets and purses or bring in your old 
items and exchange for newer ones.

a support group for caregivers 
is offered on tuesdays from 1:30 
- 3 p.m. at Keeler Women’s Cen-
ter, 2220 central ave., Kansas 

city, Kansas. caring for a loved one who 
is ill or dying is very difficult. It helps to be 
supported by others. to register, call (913) 
906-8990.

“Take Control of Your Financ-
es and Reach Your Goals” will 
be presented by Keeler Wom-
en’s Center, 2220 central ave., 

Kansas city, Kansas, in partnership with 
heartland habitat for humanity, on jan. 
21. a light supper will be served at 5:30 
p.m., followed by the workshop from 6 - 
7:30 p.m. call (913) 906-8990 or register 
on-line at: www.keelerwomenscenter.org.

Suicide grips hearts and minds 
with a vice that will not let go, 
and with feelings of overwhelm-
ing sadness, grief and loss. join 

certified grief counselor Sister loretta 
mcGuire, oSB, for “Living With the Grief 
of Suicide” on jan. 22 from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 
S. 8th St., atchison. For more information 
or to register, call (913) 360-6151 or vis-
it Sophia Spirituality center’s website at:                                                          
www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.com.

the Knights of columbus coun-
cil 12960 is sponsoring a winter 
blood drive from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
on jan. 24 in Holy Family Hall at 

corpus christi Parish, 6001 Bob Billings 
Pkwy., lawrence. make an appointment 
online at: www.savealifenow.org and en-
ter sponsor code: knightsofcolumbus/ 
12960. For more information, contact rick 
Kuhle by email at: rickuhle@yahoo.com or 
call (785) 229-5897.

the Knights of columbus council 1913 
is sponsoring a trivia night fundrais-
er on jan. 24 in the parish center at St. 
Paul Parish, olathe. the event will begin 
at 7 p.m., with the doors opening at 6:30 
p.m.  Proceeds will benefit Knights’ pro-
life efforts in Kansas. the cost to attend 
is $100 for a table of eight or $12.50 per 
person. the event will also include raffles, 
door prizes and prizes for the top teams. 
For details and reservations, contact chris 
dieterman at (913) 780-6428.

Get a close-up look at the ministry of Wy-
andotte Pregnancy clinic and the variety 
of volunteer opportunities available 
on jan. 24 from 10 a.m. - noon at Wyan-
dotte Pregnancy clinic, 3021 n. 54th St., 
Kansas city, Kansas. a light lunch will be 

served. rSvP to leslie at least 3 days in 
advance by calling (913) 634-5579, (913) 
287-8287, or send an email to: volunteer@
wpcnetwork.org.

Saint vincent clinic will host its second 
annual “Snowflake Streak One-Mile 
Walk” on jan. 24, the “coldest day of the 
year,” at the Riverfront Community Cen-
ter, leavenworth. the event begins at 
8 a.m. with check-in; the walk starts at 
9 a.m.  the cost to attend the 9:30 a.m. 
pancake breakfast is $6 at the door or or-
der in advance by calling (913) 651-8860. 
Proceeds benefit the Saint vincent clinic, 
which provides quality health services to 
those who are uninsured. to register for 
the walk, call (913) 651-8860 and ask for 
debbie Sparks, or visit the website at: 
www.snowflakestreak.org.

holy cross church and School will host 
their annual celebration dinner and live 
auction on jan. 24 at the parish activity 
center (school gym), 8101 W. 95th St., 
overland Park. there will be silent auction 
rooms, a live auction, dinner and dancing. 
all are welcome. For more information, 
send an email to Karla melgar at: kmelgar 
@holycrossop.org.

the january Daughters of Isabel-
la meeting will be held at 1 p.m. 
on jan. 25 at Rossiter Hall, mater 
dei Parish-assumption church, 

204 S.W. 8th ave., topeka. 

a class in using the sympto- 
thermal method of natural fam-
ily planning during the postpar-
tum period will be held jan. 28 

at 6:30 p.m. at St. John the Evangelist 
School, 1208 Kentucky St., room 208, 
lawrence. For more information, call Shan-

non or john rasmussen at (785) 749-1015 
or the couple to couple league of Kansas 
city at (913) 894-3558.  online registra-
tion is required by visiting the website at: 
www.ccli.org.

St. Pius X’s third annual chili 
cook-off will be held jan. 31. 
doors open at 5:30 p.m. in Kelly 
Hall, 5500 Woodson, mission. 

come taste different chilies, enjoy a chili 
dinner, and play texas hold ’em after the 
dinner. the cost to attend is $5 at the 
door, which includes tasting, dinner, and 
one drink ticket.

february
St. Mary Church, St. Benedict, 
will host a Soup-R-Bowl Sunday 
lunch from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Feb. 
1. homemade chili, chicken noodle 

and vegetable beef soups will be served 
with relishes and pie. the cost to attend is 
a freewill offering. all are welcome.

If you have been wounded by sep-
aration or divorce, take advantage 
of the healing tool known as the 
Catholic Divorce Survival Guide, 

created by rose Sweet. this is an 10-week 
group which begins Feb. 10 at Prince of 
Peace Parish, 16000 W. 143rd St., olathe. 
class starts at 6:15 p.m. in the marian 
room in the school building. the cost to 
attend is $50 per person, which includes 
a personal survival guide and all materials 
for the 10 weeks. Find comfort and coun-
sel consistent with catholic teachings. 
the group is led by experienced facilita-
tors. to enroll or for more information, call 
julie Knoche at (913) 710-7083. 
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In the ancient world, it 
was fairly common for 
people to sleep over-
night in a temple. 

Sometimes they would 
do this in the hopes that the 
god who lived in the temple 
would speak to them in a 
dream.  Individuals suffering 
from illness would hope that 
the god would heal them. 

In Greece, the sick es-
pecially turned to the god 
Asklepios to cure them. This 
practice was called incuba-
tion. Whole temples dedicat-
ed to Asklepios were built 
for that purpose. 

Similarly, temples in 
Egypt were dedicated to 
Imhotep for the same reason. 
He was a mortal who rose to 
the status of a deity after his 
death.

Sunday’s first reading — 1 
Sam 3:3b-10, 19 — tells us: 

“Samuel was sleeping in the 
temple of the Lord where 
the ark of God was.” Evident-
ly, he has chosen this loca-
tion, not because he expects 
that God will speak to him 
but, rather, because he is a 
servant working in the tem-
ple. Still, it seems as though 
he could have chosen a more 
comfortable spot. 

At any rate, God does 

speak to Samuel, even 
though Samuel does not 
realize that it is God.  

In the practice of incuba-
tion, the individuals would 
sleep in a pagan temple, so 
that the god might appear 
to them in a dream. While 
this practice bears some 
similarities to the incident 
with Samuel, there are some 
major differences. First of 
all, Samuel does not seem to 
have intended any of this to 
happen. It comes as a com-
plete surprise to him. He just 
wanted to go to sleep. 

Secondly, God does not 
speak to Samuel in a dream 
while Samuel is still sleep-
ing. Instead, God wakes Sam-
uel from his sleep by calling 
out to him. 

God rouses Samuel from 
his sleep in order to call him 
to a new phase of his life, so 

that he might serve God as a 
prophet. In a sense, the man-
ner of God’s call to Samuel 
acts as a metaphor for what 
God is asking of Samuel. His 
sleep corresponds to his lack 
of awareness. Being roused 
from sleep corresponds to 
God’s bringing Samuel into 
a heightened state of aware-
ness. He is now fully awake 
and ready to do God’s work.

Hitherto, Samuel worked 
as a servant in the temple, 
polishing the candlesticks 
and sweeping the floors. 
From now on, God will set 
Samuel to work cleaning up 
the people of Israel, calling 
them to spiritual purity and  
washing away their sins. 
His work in the temple was 
a kind of apprenticeship, 
preparing him for a much 
bigger job.

It’s Jan. 16, and we all know 
what that means: Time to 
celebrate National Noth-
ing Day! Woohoo!

I hope that you can squeeze 
this celebration in. After all, 
January is sort of busy as 
March of Dimes Birth Defects 
Prevention Month, National 
Eye Care Month, National 
Hobby Month, National Hot 
Tea Month, National Prune 
Breakfast Month, National 
Soup Month, National Oat-
meal Month, Thyroid Disease 
Awareness Month, and Volun-
teer Blood Donor Month. 

This month also has weeks 
devoted to healthy weight 
and international printing, 
as well as National Activity 
Professionals Week, National 
Glaucoma Week and National 
Handwriting Analysis Week. 

And, of course, we can’t 
forget the special January 
times like National Clean Off 
Your Desk Day, Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s birthday, the Chinese 
New Year, National Pharma-
cist Day, Prohibition Remem-
brance Day, and . . .

Oh, for Pete’s sake! That 
must have been the sentiment 
that eventually drove news-
paperman Harold Pullman 
Coffin in 1973 to begin Na-
tional Nothing Day. Its goal is 
“to provide Americans with 
one national day where they 
can just sit without celebrat-
ing, observing or honoring 
anything.” Coffin established 
this day so folks could have 
a chance to focus on them-

selves, to “notice the things 
around you which you never 
found time to.”

I know that this isn’t an 
officially recognized national 
holiday, but shouldn’t it be? 
Don’t we all need time to step 
back from our frenzied sched-
ules and buzzing minds and 
simply recharge?

According to the publica-
tion Bottom Line Personal 
from April 2010, “Americans 
take in 34 gigabytes of data 
daily on average. That is an 
increase of about 350 percent 
over the last 28 years. That 
includes 100,000 words — in 
print, and from the Web, TV 
and radio. The average Amer-
ican watches five hours of TV 
a day, listens to the radio for 
more than two hours, uses a 
computer for just under two 
hours, plays video games for 
an hour and reads for 36 min-
utes.” And I’m sure that today, 
those figures are even higher. 
Gee, no wonder we’re always 
tired and distracted!

Whenever I start feeling 
overwhelmed, I call to mind 
the following story:

Once a university professor 
went searching for the mean-
ing of life. After several years 
and many miles, he came 
to the hut of a particularly 
holy hermit and asked to be 
enlightened.

The holy man invited his 
visitor into his humble dwell-
ing and began to serve him 
tea. He filled the pilgrim’s cup 
and then kept pouring so that 
tea was soon dripping onto 
the floor.

The professor watched 
the overflow until he could 
no longer restrain himself. 
“Stop!” he shouted. “It’s full. 
No more will go in.”

“Like this cup,” the hermit 
said to the pilgrim, “you are 
full of your own opinions, pre-
conceptions and ideas. How 
can I teach you unless you 
first empty your cup?” (Found 
in Paul J. Wharton’s “Stories 
and Parables for Preachers 
and Teachers.”)

So, when was the last time 
you celebrated a nothing day? 
More often than not, even 
days off from work are filled 
with home chores or with 
appointments and commit-
ments. And it doesn’t seem to 
matter much if you’re married 
or single, young or old. We’re 
all constantly doing some-
thing or going somewhere.

Priests struggle with this, 
too. Many of us, though, be-
long to Jesus Caritas groups. 

Essentially, a group of five 
or so priests meets once a 
month for prayer, a shared 
meal, some relaxation and the 
opportunity to discuss what’s 
going on in our lives and 
priesthood. Usually, the group 
gathers for several hours at a 
place away from group mem-
bers’ rectories.

Additionally, each month 
a Caritas priest is encouraged 
to make a “day in the desert.” 
That means, in the guidelines 
of Jesus Caritas, spending at 
least six hours “completely 
apart by himself, alone with 
the Lord, ideally without 
materials to read or other 
spiritual props.” 

Personally, I don’t often 
make time for a “desert day.” 
Sometimes, just the thought of 
six hours without any reading 
material or other props gives 
me the willies. I do, howev-
er, see its importance to my 
spiritual, mental and physical 
health and, in 2015, I intend 
to be more faithful to “the 
desert.”

While you may not have 
time for a “desert day,” please 
go ahead and celebrate Na-
tional Nothing Day, at least 
for a few hours. Shut off the 
smartphone, computer and 
various iDevices. Unplug the 
TV. Farm the kids out to a 
friend.

And, then, when all is quiet 
and you’re by yourself, here’s 
what I’d suggest you do: abso-
lutely nothing. Ah!
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faTher 
mArK GoLdASIch
Father mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred heart Parish in Tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

Mark MY worDs

god summons temple worker to new role as prophet

faTher mIKe STuBBS
Father mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from harvard 
university.

in the beginning

scriPture reaDings

SecoNd WeeK oF ordINAry TIme

Jan . 18
SecoNd SuNdAy IN ordINAry TIme
1 Sm 3: 3b-10, 19
Ps 40: 2, 4, 7-10
1 cor 6: 13c-15a, 17-20
Jn 1: 35-42

Jan. 19
monday
heb 5: 1-10
Ps 110: 1-4
mk 2: 18-22

Jan. 20 
Fabian, pope, martyr; Sebastian, martyr
heb 6: 10-20
Ps 111: 1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c
mk 2: 23-28

Jan. 21
Agnes, virgin, martyr
heb 7: 1-3, 15-17
Ps 110: 1-4
mk 3: 1-6

Jan. 22
day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
unborn children
heb  7:25 – 8:6
Ps 40: 7-10, 17
mk 3: 7-12

Jan. 23
Vincent, deacon, martyr
heb 8: 6-13
Ps 85: 8, 10-14
mk 3: 13-19

Jan. 24
Francis de Sales, bishop, 
doctor of the church
heb 9: 2-3, 11-14
Ps 47: 2-3, 6-9
mk 3: 20-21

PoPe Francis
Peace is a gift that comes through prayer 

and through small daily efforts to sow har-
mony in one’s family, parish and community, 
Pope Francis said. “at the beginning of this new 
year, we are all called to reignite in our hearts 
a spark of hope, which must be translated into 
concrete works of peace: you don’t get along 
with that person? make peace. In your home? 

make peace. In the community? make peace. at 
work? make peace,” he said jan. 4 during his 
midday recitation of the angelus. Before an-
nouncing the names of the 20 new cardinals he 
will create Feb. 14, Pope Francis used his Sun-
day angelus address to continue the reflection 
on peace, on mary and on the church that he 
began during a mass jan. 1 marking the solem-
nity of mary, mother of God, and the World day 
of Prayer for Peace. 

“Peace is not just an absence of war, but 
the general condition of the person who is in 
harmony with him- or herself, in harmony with 
nature and in harmony with others,” he said 
during the angelus address. everyone says they 
want peace, Pope Francis said, but they contin-
ue to make war, even on a small scale. “how 
many families, how many communities — even 
parishes — are at war?” he asked.

— cNS

doing nothing or nothing doing?

 coMMentary 15JANuAry 16, 2015 | TheLeAveN.com

I am usually bus-
tling about like 
Martha when I 

should stop and lis-
ten more like Mary.

Most of my New Year’s 
resolutions have been 
broken by the second or 
third week of January.  This 
year, however, with God’s 
grace, I hope to change. I 
am the steward of all I have 
been given; thus, caring for 
my gifts, nurturing them, 
tending and growing them, 
and returning them with 
increase to the Lord is my 
responsibility.

I have decided that if I 

focus more on my spiritual 
life, as my pastor reminded 
me on Jan. 1 in his homily 
during the Mass celebrat-
ing the solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God, then per-
haps all my other goals will 
fall into place.

Like Mary, sister of Mar-
tha, I resolve to spend more 
time listening and respond-
ing to the Word, opening my 
heart to hear more carefully 
what God is saying to me. 
Like Martha, I would like 
to be more organized, more 
generous with my gifts, less 
selfish and self-centered. All 
these things will fall into 
place if I get my spiritual life 
in order first.

During these few weeks 
of the active phase of the 
annual Archbishop’s Call to 
Share, the office of steward-
ship and development works 
very hard, along with our 
parishes’ staffs and volun-
teers, to help raise needed 
funds for the more than 42 

ministries that are funded 
by the annual appeal. Be-
cause our staff is so close to 
the process, we sometimes 
forget that it is God’s grace 
alone that leads the people 
of the archdiocese to be so 
generous to help meet the 
many needs of the church 
and its people.

Humility, then, is an-
other area in my life that 
is in need of improvement. 
Our busy professional staff 
cannot take credit for the 
outcome of the appeal any 
more than we can take cred-
it for the dynamic faithful-
ness found in our parishes. 
We merely communicate 
the need, but it is God who 
leads people to hear, under-

stand and respond.
It’s good to remember the 

examples from both Mary 
and Martha. Mary contem-
plates with prayer and de-
votion. Martha helps others. 
God leads us and strength-
ens our hands to serve him 
and others.

 Like Martha, I hope that 
we can better serve Christ 
faithfully by helping our 
brothers and sisters to learn 
how to share their gifts in 
support of the many pro-
grams and ministries funded 
by Call to Share. 

Like Mary, I hope that our 
devotion to Jesus will help 
us to grow in his love and 
grace — and to give all the 
glory to God. 

beginning the year with a firm resolve

offer yourself as an instrument in the battle for life

January 22 marks 
the 42nd anni-
versary of Roe v. 

Wade and legalized 
abortion. 

The magnitude of abor-
tion is hard to comprehend 
with over 57 million abor-
tions in the United States 
since 1973 and over one 
billion abortions worldwide. 
And these immense num-
bers do not consider the 
abortion-inducing actions 
of hormonal contraceptives 
and devices, which some 
estimate to be several times 
the number of reported 
abortions. 

With these abortifacient 
deaths included, one could 

extrapolate the total lives 
destroyed worldwide at 
seven billion, which is equal 
to the current world pop-
ulation. This is truly death 
at an incomprehensible and 
unprecedented scale. 

The good news amid          
this culture of death is that 
the rate of abortion is slowly 

declining in the United 
States and the pro-life move-
ment is gaining momentum. 
With momentum on the side 
of pro-life, we must increase 
our efforts and we can then 
expect and hope that our 
wins will accelerate.       

There is more good news 
that offers us much hope 
in this worldwide culture 
of death and darkness. The 
good news is that, despite 
this unimaginable scale of 
destruction of innocent life, 
we experience the consola-
tion of God’s merciful love. 

Fortunately for us, his 
mercy exceeds our excessive 
propensity to choose evil. But 
God’s mercy does not stop 
there; rather, to our benefit, 
he even brings good out of 
evil. “We know that all things 

work for good for those who 
love God” (Rom 8:28). 

Most significantly, we 
see and experience the 
good that God brings out of 
evil in the very crucifixion 
and death of Jesus — with 
the good being our eternal 
salvation. So, even in our 
current culture, which does 
not value human beings in 
their first stage of life, there 
is much hope. 

This hope does not rest 
with the U.S. Supreme Court 
or any of our political or so-
cietal structures. Our hope 
and trust lie in God’s mercy. 
Jesus, I trust in you.

Yet, we cannot merely 
rely on God’s mercy and 
thereby do nothing. We 
must make ourselves avail-
able as instruments in God’s 

hands and join in the battle 
for life. God calls us to 
action. The pro-life plan by 
the U.S. bishops identifies 
the four key areas of effort 
needed: prayer, education, 
public policy and pastoral 
activities. Please make your 
decision on how you can 
participate and then make a 
commitment to do so. 

Edmund Burke once said, 
“The only thing necessary 
for the triumph of evil is for 
good men to do nothing.” 

Let us also invoke the 
help of the Holy Family 
especially as we find the 
family under such ardent 
attack these days. We have 
much to gain by humbly and 
fervently asking for their 
help and thanking them for 
their efficacious assistance.

LesLe KNoP
Lesle Knop is the executive director 
of the archdiocesan office of stew-
ardship and development. you can 
email her at: lknop@archkck.org.

siMPlY stewarDshiP

ron KeLSey
ron Kelsey is the archdiocesan 
consultant for the pro-life office. you 
can email him at: prolife@archkck.
org or call (913) 647-0350.

builDing the culture oF liFe

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 raise & level
v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking
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By Jessica Langdon
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B
ASEHOR — 
January 12 
marked five 
years since a 
d eva s t a t i n g 
e a r t h q u a k e 
struck Hai-
ti, and Father 
Richard Mc-
Donald, pastor 

of Holy Angels Parish here, still can’t 
shake the images a fellow priest left 
with him.

His friend had been on a mission 
trip in Haiti that January.

“He had just had Mass with the 
archbishop of Port-au-Prince and lit-
erally was on the last plane out of 
Haiti when the earthquake hit,” said 
Father McDonald.

Yet even before he had any idea the 
7.0-magnitude earthquake had struck 
— killing more than 200,000 people 
and devastating the already impov-
erished country — he was thinking, 
“How could it be any worse?”

Individuals and families in Haiti 
have long faced poverty unlike many 
can even imagine.

And in 2014, Father McDonald re-
ceived some materials about a way to 
help strengthen children, families and 
communities in Haiti by helping to 
provide small but sturdy homes.

So throughout this past Advent 
and Christmas seasons, Holy Angels 
raised thousands of dollars to send to 
Cross Catholic Outreach, an organiza-
tion designed to deliver “food, shelter 
and hope to the poorest of the poor,” 
and by helping build homes through 
a project called Project Espwa, which 
means “hope.”

Under the direction of a priest named 
Father Marc Boisvert, Project Espwa 
helps people in Haiti with everything 
from job skills training and prison min-

istry to food and housing, and it 
also funds an orphanage 

in southwestern Haiti.

The parish’s donations will help 
build homes, and families who will 
live in them must be invested in the 
process and help with the construc-
tion. The hope is to even reunite some 
of the children living at the orphanage 
with relatives who are living but cur-
rently unable to care for the children.

A way to help
Father McDonald’s parishioners re-

alize the importance of reaching out 
to the poor, and he saw this as a great 
opportunity.

“Our parish is very good at doing 
that — intraparish, in the communi-
ty at large, in every aspect,” he said. 

“And I thought, ‘What 
better way — 

in the world 

at large — than to choose the poorest 
country in the Western Hemisphere 
and try to help them?’”

One of the parish’s own families  — 
the Morailles — helped drive home 
the plight so many face in Haiti.

The family of six visited Haiti this 
past November — just in time to share 
their experiences with their church 
during Advent.

The Morailles were no strangers to 
Haiti; Jacques Moraille was born and 
raised in Puerto Rico, but spent many 
summers as a child visiting family in 
Haiti.

And his mother moved to Haiti af-
ter the earthquake. 

But it was still a big decision for 
Jacques and his wife Sara to take their 
four children — ages 9, 6, 4 and not 
quite 2 — there to visit his family.

“You have 10 million people on half 
a small island,” said Sara. “If you can 
imagine 10 million people living with 
no official trash system… there is trash 
everywhere.”

It’s not rare to see pigs in search of 
food rifling through garbage-filled ra-
vines — the very same ravines where 
people might bathe or wash their 
clothes.

“I just tried to paint a picture in 
people’s heads of what that looks like,” 
said Sara.

Haiti also doesn’t have major city 
water programs.

Even power isn’t all that reliable.
There, 80 percent of the people live 

off what equates in the United States 
to $2 or less per day.

heLping rebuiLd

cNS PhoTo/JorGe SILvA, reuTerS

a woman walks at a mass grave site in tituyan, on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince, haiti. haitians were decorating and visiting the grave sites of 
those who perished in 2010’s Jan. 12 earthquake. 

>> See “HONORING” on page 4

Basehor parish helps Haiti recover from devastating earthquake

PhoTo courTeSy The morAILLe FAmILy

Jacques and sara Moraille, back row, took their four children, left to 
right in front, 1-year-old Pierre, 4-year-old eliana, 9-year-old Joel and 
6-year-old angelo, to haiti to visit family in november 2014. the family 
shared their impressions of haiti with fellow parishioners of holy an-
gels Parish in basehor as the parish raised funds during the advent and 
christmas seasons to provide sturdy houses for families in haiti.


